Six Main Systems into which we divide Technology

Communication- is the process of sending and receiving messages.  We send messages for many reasons, such as when a newspaper informs people about important events in the world.  Communication technology includes all the way people have developed to send and receive these messages.  Telephones, radios, televisions, and computers are all examples of technologies that help us communicate with one another.
Manufacturing- Humans use manufacturing technology to help them make the material things they need and want, such as clothing and furniture.  Manufacturing includes the equipment and machines used to change the raw materials such as trees, into finished products like furniture.  It also includes the technologies needed to design the product, ensure its quality, and sell it.
Construction- People need structures for shelter and other purposes.  Construction involves all the technology used in designing building structures.  Construction can range from something as simple as a hammer used to drive a nail to something as complex as a bulldozer for leveling the earth or a crane for lifting heavy objects used to build a tall structure.
Transportation- Transportation provides ways to move people and things.  Transportation technology includes all the means we use to help us travel through the air, in water, or over land.
Energy/Power- Where does the electricity come from that powers your computer and runs big machines in factories?  How is the fuel for cars and airplanes created?  These are all produced by energy/power technology.  Everything on our planet contains energy, although only some things are used as sources for energy technology.  Energy technology involves releasing that energy and making it available to other systems.
Bio-Related- is all the technology connected with plant and animal life.  It includes medical technologies like MRI machines that help us see into our bodies.  It includes machinery we use for plowing, sowing seed, and harvesting food.  It includes processes like canning, drying, freezing, and curing that we use to preserve our food.  It also includes using living organisms to produce things we need.  For example, genetic engineering uses special techniques to create improved plant varieties in order to provide more food.
